March 14, 2018
The Honorable Blanca E. Rubio
Chair, Assembly Human Services Committee
Legislative Office Building, 1020 N Street, Room 124
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: AB 2269 (Lackey) CalWORKs: eligibility
AAP-CA Position: Support
Dear Chair Rubio,
The American Academy of Pediatrics, California (AAP-CA), representing over 5,000 California pediatricians, supports
AB 2269 (Lackey), which would extend the CalWORKs program benefits for persons receiving aid until he or she
reaches the age of 20, instead of the current termination at age 18, if he or she is attending school and making
satisfactory progress as defined by the school.
Children who do not graduate high school are estimated to be at least eight times more likely to be incarcerated
compared to their peers who graduate. They are also more likely to suffer mental health issues, live in poverty, and
require government assistance. Nationwide, dropouts from the high school graduating class of 2011 are estimated to cost
the government an additional 154 billion dollars over the course of their lifetimes.
Many of the factors associated with student dropout are beyond the student’s control and include low parental education,
work or family responsibility, and moving to a new school in the ninth grade.2 In 2012, the unemployment rate for high
school dropouts was 12% compared to the national rate of 8.1%. They are more than twice as likely as college graduates
to live in poverty (30.8% vs 13.5%).3
AB 2269 (Lackey) increases the CalWORKS program benefits coverage up to age 20 for students who are making valid
efforts to satisfy their GED credentials, thus giving students additional time to graduate high school.
Pediatricians across the state urge you to vote AYE on AB 2269 (Lackey). Thank you for your public service and
leadership on behalf of the health and wellbeing of children, youth, and families in California.
Sincerely,

1/2

Kris Calvin
Chief Executive Officer, American Academy of Pediatrics, California
cc: Assembly Human Services Committee Members
Office of Honorable Tom Lackey, California State Assembly (Author)
AAP-CA Leadership; Lobbyist Lydia Bourne; Lauren C. Nakano, MD, Policy Analyst
1 http://www.kidsdata.org/export/pdf?cat=21
2 http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=high-school-dropout-rates
3 https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/by-the-numbers-dropping-out-of-high-school/
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